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Montclair State University

Department of Earth & Environmental Studies

Associate Professor
September 2006 – present

Montclair State University

New Jersey School of Conservation

Associate Director
June 2002 – August 2006
Acting Director
February 2001 – June 2002









Associate Director
September 2000 − January 2001

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Sciences

Assistant Professor / Extension State Specialist
September 1993 – June 2000

HONORS AND AWARDS

Teaching: Recipient

Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers, 9th Edition, 2005
Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers, 6th Edition, 2000
Incomplete List of Teachers Ranked as Excellent by Their Students, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 1998
President’s Teaching Excellence Award, Colorado State University (Phillip Austin, President), 1989
Teaching: Nominee

College of Agricultural, Consumer, and Environmental Sciences Faculty Award for Excellence in Teaching, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 1999
Graduate Teaching Assistance Teaching Excellence Award, The Ohio State University, 1990, 1991
Research: Recipient

Outstanding Contribution to EE Research Award, North American Association for Environmental Education, 1999
Research: Nominee

Outstanding Contribution to EE Research Award, North American Association for Environmental Education, 1997

Professional: Recipient

Community Service Award, Monmouth Council of Girl Scouts, 2005
Community Service Award, Illinois Park and Recreation Association, Illinois Association of Park Districts and the Champaign County Forest Preserve District, 1997
Professional: Nominee

Malcolm Swan Outstanding Contribution to Environmental Education Award, Environmental Education Association of Illinois, 1998, 2000
Recipient: Other

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Certificate of Appreciation, Monmouth Council of Girl Scouts, Inc. 2005
Certificate of Appreciation, North American Association for Environmental Education, 2000
Certificate of Appreciation, Eastern Communication Association, 1993
Certificate of Appreciation, Career Services Offices, Colleges of Arts and Sciences, The Ohio State University, 1991

STUDENT RESEARCH
Masters Theses
Obenchain, Victoria, M.A.
A longitudinal study of students’ perceptions of the residential
December 2006 



environmental education program at the New Jersey School of 


Conservation.
Callanan, Brett, M.A.
A habitat suitability index model for black bears in New Jersey’s
May 2006 



Kittatinny Mountain Range.

Walker, Lisa, M.A.
A case study of students’ perceptions of the residential environmental
May 2005



education program at the New Jersey School of Conservation: 


A grounded theory approach.
Cavern, Lisa, M.A.
Effects of pre- and post-trip activities associated with a residential
May 2005 



environmental education experience on students’ attitudes toward



the environment.

Semrau, Heidi, M.A.
A study of sixth graders’ environmental attitudes as an evaluation
May 2003



of the environmental education program at Montclair State



University’s New Jersey School of Conservation.

Hubert, Kristina, M.S.
Champaign County Forest Preserve District Information and 
May 1999



Education Activity Guide.
Smith, Theresa, M.S.
Environmental education in Illinois: A teacher survey.
July 1994
Ph.D. Dissertations
Laurina Lyle L.
An application of grounded theory in describing environmental
May 2006



education in an alternative school




The Union Institute




Joseph Meeker, Ph.D., Research Advisor

Member, Elizabeth Tyler, Ph.D.
Development of an environmental values typology
May 2000




University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign




Joann Vinning, Ph.D., Research Advisor

PUBLICATIONS and PRESENTATIONS

Refereed Publications

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (in press).  A reinvestigation of teachers’ motivations toward and perceptions of residential environmental education: A case study of the New Jersey School of Conservation. The Journal of Environmental Education.
Smith-Sebasto, N.J. & Cavern, L.  (2006).  Effects of pre- and post-trip activities associated with a residential environmental education experience at the New Jersey School of Conservation on students’ attitudes toward the environment.  The Journal of Environmental Education, 37(4), 3-17.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J. & Walker, L.M.  (2005).  Toward a grounded theory for residential environmental education: A case study of the New Jersey School of Conservation.  The Journal of Environmental Education, 37(1), 27-42.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J. & Semrau, H.J. (2004).  Evaluation of the environmental education program at the New Jersey School of Conservation.  The Journal of Environmental Education, 35(1), 1-12.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (2001).  Potential guidelines for conducting and reporting EE research: Quantitative methods of inquiry.  The Journal of Environmental Education, 33(1), 21-32.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (2000).  Potential guidelines for conducting and reporting environmental education research: Qualitative methods of inquiry.  Environmental Education Research, 6(1), 9-26.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (1998).  Environmental education in the University of Illinois Cooperative Extension Service: an Educator survey.  The Journal of Environmental Education, 29(2), 21-30.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J. & Smith, T.L.  (1997).  Environmental education in Illinois and Wisconsin: a tale of two states.  The Journal of Environmental Education, 28(4): 26-36.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J. & D’Costa, A.  (1995).  Designing a Likert-type scale to predict environmentally responsible behavior in university undergraduate students: A multi-step process.  The Journal of Environmental Education, 27(1), 14-20.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (1995).  The effects of an environmental studies course on selected variables related to environmentally responsible behavior.  The Journal of Environmental Education, 26(4), 30-34.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J. & Fortner, R.W.  (1994).  The Environmental Action Internal Control Index.  The Journal of Environmental Education, 25(4), 23-29.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (1993).  Career development and opportunities for students of environmental education.  The Journal of Environmental Education, 24(2), 35-38.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (1992).  The Revised Perceived Environmental Control Measure: A review and analysis.  The Journal of Environmental Education, 23(2), 24-33.

Proceedings

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (2003).  Environmental education and research opportunities (needs?) for a sustainable future.  In L. Lyle, E.W. Chester, & A.F. Scott (Eds.), Proceedings of the 10th Symposium on the Natural History of the Lower Tennessee and Cumberland River Valleys (pp. 3-21).  Clarksville, TN: Austin Peay State University.
Smith-Sebasto, N.J. & Focht, W.  (1995).  Effective communication to facilitate stakeholder participation in ecologically sustainable decision making.  In D.B. Sachsman, K. Salomone, & S. Senecah (Eds.), Proceedings of the Conference on Communication and our Environment (pp. 136-42).

Books and Chapters

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (2005).  The Pros and Cons of Research in Environmental Education, 3rd Edition.   In H.R. Hungerford, W.J. Bluhm, T.L. Volk, & J.M. Ramsey (Eds.) Essential Readings in Environmental Education, (pp. 329-47).  Champaign, IL: Stipes Publishing.
Smith -Sebasto, N.J.  (2003).  Selected papers from the 30th annual NAAEE Conference.  Rock Spring, GA: NAAEE.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (2001).  The Pros and Cons of Research in Environmental Education, 2nd Edition.   In H.R. Hungerford, W.J. Bluhm, T.L. Volk, & J.M. Ramsey (Eds.) Essential Readings in Environmental Education, (pp. 305-323).  Champaign, IL: Stipes Publishing.

Andrews, E. & Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (2000).  Selected papers from the 28th annual NAAEE Conference.  Rock Spring, GA: NAAEE.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (1999).  Recent graduate works in environmental communication, education, & interpreation, Volume XVI.  Rock Springs, GA: North American Association for Environmental Education.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (1998).  The Pros and Cons of Research in Environmental Education.   In H.R. Hungerford, W.J. Bluhm, T.L. Volk, & J.M. Ramsey (Eds.) Essential Readings in Environmental Education, (pp. 273-291).  Champaign, IL: Stipes Publishing.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (1998).  Environmental education as a strategy in promoting environmentally responsible behavior.  In E. Strumse (Ed.)  Faglig mangfold--nyttig kunnskap (Disciplinary diversity--useful knowledge) Rapport fro det tredje og fjerde programseminaret om Miljøbetinget livskvalietet (Proceedings from the 3rd and 4th Seminars on Environmental Quality of Life), (pp. 200-225).  St. Hanshaugen, Norway: Norges forskningsråd.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (1997).  Education for Ecological Literacy.  In P. Thompson (Ed.) Environmental Education for the 21st Century: International and Interdisciplinary Perspectives, (pp. 279-288).  New York: Peter Lang.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (1997).  Recent graduate works in and programs in environmental communication and environmental education, Volume XV.  Troy, OH: North American Association for Environmental Education

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (1996).  Recent graduate works in and programs in environmental communication and environmental education, Volume XIV.  Troy, OH: North American Association for Environmental Education.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (1996).  Save money and energy with compact fluorescent light bulbs.   In N. Nichols, (Ed.), 57 Ways to Protect Your Home Environment, (pp. 272-278), Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Cooperative Extension Service.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (1996).  Solvent-free paints stir up changes.   In N. Nichols, (Ed.), 57 Ways to Protect Your Home Environment, (p. 130), Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Cooperative Extension Service.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  (1996).  Cut the grass without gas.  In N. Nichols, (Ed.), 57 Ways to Protect Your Home Environment, (pp. 12-14), Urbana, IL: University of Illinois Cooperative Extension Service.

Fortner, R.W., Smith-Sebasto, N.J., & Mullins, G.  (1994).  Handbook for environmental communication in development.  Washington, D.C.: The World Bank.

Professional Presentations/Abstracts
Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  The role of education in addressing contemporary environmental issues and problems.  9th Invitation Seminar on Research and Development in Environmental and Health Education, Monte Veritá, Switzerland, 25-31 March 2007.
Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Teachers' perceptions of residential environmental education.  34th Annual Conference of the North American Association for Environmental Education, Albuquerque, NM, 24-25 October 2005 (Oral Presentation - invited but did not attend due to state budget related travel restrictions)

Smith-Sebasto, N.J. & Cavern, L.  Enhancing the efficacy of residential environmental education.  34th Annual Conference of the North American Association for Environmental Education, Albuquerque, NM, 24-25 October 2005 (Oral Presentation - invited but did not attend due to state budget related travel restrictions)

Smith-Sebasto, N.J. & Walker, L.  Student evaluations of residential environmental education.  34th Annual Conference of the North American Association for Environmental Education, Albuquerque, NM, 24-25 October 2005 (Oral Presentation - invited but did not attend due to state budget related travel restrictions)

Lyle, L. & Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Proposed learning cycle model for alternative education.  34th Annual Conference of the North American Association for Environmental Education, Albuquerque, NM, 24-25 October 2005 (Oral Presentation - invited but did not attend due to state budget related travel restrictions)

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Ecological effects of light pollution and building practices.  19th Annual Conference of the Alliance for New Jersey Environmental Education, Lawrenceville, NJ, 9 January 2004.

Semrau, H. & Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Childrens’ attitudes: what do they say about EE?  32nd Annual Conference of the North American Association for Environmental Education, Anchorage, AK, 11 November 2003.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Environmentally responsible behavior research.  32nd Annual Conference of the North American Association for Environmental Education, Anchorage, AK, 9 October 2003.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J., Hart, P., Brody, M., Jensen, B., Jurin, R., Marcinkowski, T., & Schaack, K.  EE research 101: An introduction to techniques andm.  32nd Annual Conference of the North American Association for Environmental Education, Anchorage, AK, 7-8 October 2003, 10-hour workshop.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Environmentally responsible behavior research.  7th Invitational Seminar on Environmental and Health Education, Anchorage, AK, 5-7 May 2003.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Environmental education and research opportunities (needs?) for a sustainable future.  10th Symposium on the Natural History of Lower Tennessee and Cumberland River Valleys, Brandon Springs Symposium, 21-22 March 2003.

Jurin, R., Smith-Sebasto, N.J., Heimlich, J., Marcinkowski, T., Scott, W., Gough, S, & Hart, P.  Research Commission workshop: EE program evaluation.  31st Annual Conference of the North American Association for Environmental Education, Boston, MA, 6-10 August 2002, 10-hour workshop.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Earth-sheltered construction as a mechanism for ecosystem restoration.  The Practice of Restoring Native Ecosystems National Conference, Lincoln, NE, 6-7 November 2001 (Oral Presentation - invited but did not attend due to the events of 11 Sept. 2001)

Smith-Sebasto, N.J., McKeown, R., & Minner, D.  Research Commission workshop: EE program evaluation: Lessons from the past--recommendations for the future.  28th Annual Conference of the North American Association for Environmental Education, Cincinnati, OH, 26-30 August 1999, 10-hour workshop. 

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Research Commission workshop: Guidelines for conducting and reporting quantitative EE research.  27th Annual Conference of the North American Association for Environmental Education, Atlanta, GA, 4-8 September 1998, 10-hour workshop.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Research Commission workshop: Guidelines for conducting and reporting qualitative EE research.  27th Annual Conference of the North American Association for Environmental Education, Atlanta, GA, 4-8 September 1998.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  The state of environmental education in Illinois.  2nd Illinois Renewable Natural Resources Conference, Springfield, IL, 4-6 March 1998, Keynote Speech.  

Smith-Sebasto, N.J. & Mrazek, R.  Environmental education: Guideline for excellence.  26th Annual Conference of the North American Association for Environmental Education, Vancouver, B.C., 15-19 August 1997, 10-hour workshop.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Jobs in environmental communication.  4th Biennial Conference on Communication and Our Environment.  Cazenovia, NY, 26-29 July 1997, Panel Discussant.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Environmental education as a strategy in promoting environmentally responsible behavior.  Research Council of Norway Programme on Environmental Quality of Life, Tyrifjord, Norway, 21 November 1996.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  NAAEE: A panel discussion of its past, its present, and its future.   25th Annual Conference of the North American Association for Environmental Education, San Francisco, CA, 1-5 November 1996, Panel Organizer.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Environmental education in Illinois. 25th Annual Conference of the North American Association for Environmental Education, San Francisco, CA, 1-5 November 1996.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  An assessment of environmental education research.  3rd Invitational Seminar on Environmental and Health Education, Bath, England, 1-4 July 1996.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Architectural design for soil and water conservation. 51st Annual Conference of the Soil and Water Conservation Society, Keystone, CO, 7-10 July 1996 (Invited, but not presented).

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Recycling & incineration: Co-existence or competition.  15th Annual Illinois Recycling Conference, Navy Pier, Chicago, 30 July-2 August 1995.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Careers dealing with the environment: Preparation and opportunities.  1995 Illinois 4-H Youth Conference, Champaign, IL, 20-23 June 1995.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Literacy for ecologically sustainable development.  Environmental Issues for the 21st Century Conference, Lehman College, CUNY, Bronx, NY, 24-28 April 1995.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Rethinking garbage.  Environmental Issues for the 21st Century Conference, Lehman College, CUNY, Bronx, NY, 24-28 April 1995.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J. & Focht, W.  Communication for ecologically sustainable development and environmental decision making: A model for stakeholder participation.  Communication and Our Environment: An Interdisciplinary Conference, Chattanooga, TN, 30 March-2 April 1995.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J. & Davis, M.  Valuing land as a renewable natural resource: Implications for ecological sustainability and development.  First Illinois Renewable Natural Resources Conference, Springfield, IL, 29-31 March 1995.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J. & Weicherding, P.J.  Energy: It can’t be created, it can’t de Destroyed, and it shouldn’t be thrown away.  First Illinois Renewable Natural Resources Conference, Springfield, IL, 29-31 March 1995.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J., Wu, J. & Slotkin, R.  Passing it on: Environmental education.  10th Annual Environmental Careers Organization Conference, Alexandria, VA, 5 November 1994.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J. & Fortner, R.W.  Environmental communication in development.  23rd Annual Conference of the North American Association for Environmental Education, Cancun, Quintana Roo, Mexico, 27 September 1994.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Environmental communication: Sharing the knowledge of the benefits from pollution control and improved natural resource management.  Seminar on Environment, Natural Resources, and Social Issues for Staff of the World Bank, Duke University, 19-24 June 1994.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  A Scientists’ View of Media Coverage.  Media and Environment Conference,  Reno, 9 April 1994, Panel Discussant.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  The Environmental Action Internal Control Index (EAICI).  22nd Annual Conference of the North American Association for Environmental Education, Big Sky, MT: 28 September 1993.

Smith-Sebasto, N.J. & Young, J.  The Alien Test.  22nd Annual Conference of the North American Association for Environmental Education, Big Sky, MT: 26 September 1993.
Smith-Sebasto, N.J.  Communicating environmental information. 84th Annual Meeting of the Eastern Communication Association, New Haven, CT: 30 April 1993.  (This paper was recognized with four others as the Top Convention Theme Papers).

Smith-Sebasto, N.J., Bousé, D. & Shanahan. J.  Environmental-topic television programming: The good, the bad, and the ugly.  84th Annual Meeting of the Eastern Communication Association, New Haven, CT: 2 May 1993.
GRANT AWARDS
2007

$20,700
The Victoria Foundation: Environmental science and computer technology summer program.  Co-PI Kirk Barrett.  
2006

$25,000
The Victoria Foundation: Ecology/environmental science and computer technology summer program: Fun and learning in the Passaic River Basin.  Co-PI Kirk Barrett.

  $5,000 
The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey: Ecology/environmental science and computer technology summer program: Fun and learning in the Passaic River Basin.  Co-PI Kirk Barrett.

  $5,000 
Bavarian Motor Works: Ecology/environmental science and computer technology summer program: Fun and learning in the Passaic River Basin.  Co-PI Kirk Barrett.

  $5,000
The Landsberger Family Foundation: Ecology/environmental science and computer technology summer program: Fun and learning in the Passaic River Basin.  Co-PI Kirk Barrett.
2005

$25,000
The John and Margaret Post Foundation: Industrial Food Composting Education Program.
1994

$12,518






Illinois State Board of Education: Environmental education in Illinois: A teacher survey.
PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

University-based

University service

2007
Provost’s 2007-08 Series Planning Committee

2007
Earth Day Planning Committee

2006
Earth Day Planning Committee

College service

2007

Interdisciplinary Council

2007
Sokol Graduate Fellowship Committee

Department service

2006-07

Curriculum Committee
Discipline-based
2005-present
Editorial Board, International Research in Geographical and Environmental Education

2000-present
Advisory Board, Annual Editions: Environment

1998-2001

Board of Directors, North American Association for Environmental Education

1998-2000

Chair, North American Association for Environmental Education Research Commission
1997-2004

Manuscript Referee, International Research in Geographical and Environmental Education

1996-2000

Chair, North American Association for Environmental Education Student Scholarship Committee
1996-2000

Advisory Board, Annual Editions, Global Issues
1996-1998

Editorial Committee, Journal of Extension

1995-present
International Editorial Board, Environmental Education Research

1994-present
Consulting Editor, Journal of Environmental Education

1994-1995

Board of Directors, National Association of Professional Environmental Communicators
1990



Technical Editor, Abstracts of Research in Marine and Aquatic Education

Association Memberships

American Educational Research Association

National Association of Science Teachers

North American Association for Environmental Education

Society for College Science Teachers
